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1. You are an intake caseworker responding to a new report.  The report said there 

are three children in the home ages 1 month, 2 years old and 4 years old.  The 

parent is a 23 year-old single mother.  The report alleges the children to be 

unsupervised and malnourished.  When you arrive at the home and knock on the 

door, you can see the mother sleeping in a chair with the infant in a playpen near 

the television.  After knocking on the door for a few moments, the mother 

answers and appears to have trouble standing up.  You immediately notice that 

her eyes are dilated and her speech is slurred.  The mother seems to be 

confused and asks you to come into the home before anyone sees you.  She 

says that everyone in the neighborhood is watching her.  After entering the 

home, you notice the 2 and 4year-old children sleeping on the floor next to the 

playpen.  The mother is having difficulty concentrating and seems unconcerned 

that you are in the home.  

 

2. You are a placement caseworker conducting a monthly visit with a 16-year-old 

child in his foster home.  The child has been in care for a year and you have a 

strong professional relationship with him.  He was initially placed into foster care 

when both of his parents went to prison for dealing drugs.  The foster mother has 

reported concerns that the child has been especially anxious and nervous lately.  

She additionally reports the child has not been eating and “always seems to be in 

a hurry.”  When you greet the child, he sits at the table across from you.  From 

past visits, you know this child to be adapted to foster care, relatively well 

behaved and free from any diagnosed mental illness.  On this occasion, the child 

is defiant and curses at you.  The child is unable to maintain eye contact and 

fidgets in his seat constantly.  He is unable to focus on the questions you ask him 

and abruptly stands up and leaves the room.   

 

3. You are an intake caseworker.  At 9:00am on a Tuesday, you receive a call from 

local police asking you to respond to a residence where a mother is caring for an 

18-month-old baby.  The report says the mother’s friend had called 911 after 

finding her on the floor, unresponsive.  By the time the police arrived, the mother 

was awake but was unable to communicate.  There are no other known 

caregivers for the child.  When you arrive, you find the mother to be naked and 

wandering around the apartment while police and EMTs are questioning her.  

The 18-month-old child is sitting quietly on the couch.  The mother is unable to 

stand up or sit straight without falling over.  There are various pill bottles lying 

around the residence.  The mother refers to the child as her sister.  The mother is 

completely unaware of her state of undress and her speech in unintelligible.  Her 

pupils look like pinholes and she does not know her own name.   
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4. You are an on call caseworker.  You receive a call from local police at 2:00am on 

a Saturday.  The police report that they have found a child, previously listed as a 

missing person, lying on a park bench.  The child is a 15-year-old girl with a 

history of running away and other behavioral problems.  When police approached 

the child, she was initially difficult to wake up.  The child claims she has no 

recollection of where she has been.  The child’s eyes are dilated and she is 

having problems standing up.  There is no evidence of alcohol use.  The child is 

complaining of a severe headache and her speech is slurred.  Her shirt is torn in 

the back and she is not wearing any shoes.   

 

5. You are an ongoing services caseworker.  On this date, you are scheduled to 

appear in court for a permanency hearing for a 3-year-old boy.  The child was 

initially removed from his home due to being physically abused by his single 

father.  The child has been in care for 1 year.  The child’s father has been 

compliant with the Family Service Plan and has been attending all visits.  The 

father has actively participated in all recommended services and has been doing 

very well.  You are prepared to recommend a transition back to the home.  When 

the father arrives at the hearing, he appears to be very nervous.  He is pacing the 

halls before the hearing and is sweating.  He makes repeated trips to the water 

fountain and taps his foot constantly while sitting down.  His speech is coherent 

but shaky.  

 

 


